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15 Minutes of Fame is my ongoing series of Polaroid portraits, a 
democratic mix of public figures and ‘complete unknowns’. Each 
sitter steps into my studio, where they’re photographed against a 
pleated orange backdrop, under theatrical lighting, with a curated 
selection of props from my universe: telephones, popcorn, cocktail 
glasses...

The idea came after I photographed Elton John for TIME’s Icon 
of the Year cover. That shoot, staged like a set of photobooth 
snapshots, got me thinking: what happens when anyone, not just a 
celebrity, is given their moment in the spotlight? The result is a pop-
tinged homage to August Sander and Andy Warhol, filtered through 
my own hyper-stylised, cinematic lens.

Over the course of fifteen minutes, I work spontaneously with each 
sitter to create a fictional version of themselves. There’s a wonderful  
alchemy in that brief performance, where myth and truth blur.

I shoot the portraits on Polaroid because it’s immediate, with just 
the right amount of irreverence — perfect for capturing flashes 
of humour, vanity, drama, and surprise. Each portrait is a unique, 
unrepeatable record of the sitter’s 15 minutes in front of my camera. 

At its core, 15 Minutes of Fame is about how people want to be seen, 
and who they become when they’re given permission. More often 
than not, the version they leave with is closer to the truth than the 
one they arrived with. 

— Miles Aldridge
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SOTHEBY’S
London 8 - 11 April 2025

PHOTO LONDON
London 15 - 18 May 2025

MANDARIN ORIENTAL LUTETIA
Paris 8 October 2025

MILES ALDRIDGE STUDIO
London 29 - 30 November 2025

CASA TUA ART BASEL MIAMI BEACH
Miami 2 - 7 December 2025 

PIAGET PLACE VENDÔME
Paris 18 - 19 February 2026
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FAHEY/KLEIN GALLERY
Los Angeles 25 - 28 February 2026

SOTHEBY’S
New York 20 - 24 April 2026

BOOKMARC
New York 25 April 2026

SAN MARCO ARTS CENTRE
Venice 6 - 12 May

ART BASEL
Paris 24 - 26 October 2026

PARIS PHOTO
Paris 12 - 15 November 2026



The 15 Minutes of Fame project launched in April 2025 at Sotheby’s London where over 125 people sat for portraits. 
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From there, the project travelled to Paris to celebrate the opening of Miles Aldridge’s exhibition Audacity! at Mandarin Oriental Lutetia.
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Owing to overwhelming interest, portrait sessions continued in the Miles Aldridge London Studio, o!ering a more private and focused environment.
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The next destination was Miami, where the project took place at the iconic Casa Tua to coincide with Art Basel Miami Beach. 
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The project then returned to Paris for an intimate dinner with Piaget, marking the opening of their new boutique on Place Vendôme.
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Most recently, 15 Minutes of Fame appeared at Fahey/Klein Gallery to coincide with Frieze Los Angeles.
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For more information about 15 Minutes of Fame: Polaroid Portraits, please email studio@milesaldridge.com
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